Catecholamine-containing cell bodies were not found routinely in all animals but have been observed in some of them within the medio-basal hypothalamus and the posterodorsal and rostral hypothalamic areas. This topography suggests that of the A12, A13, and A14 groups, previously described in other mammalian species.
Introduction
Monoamine distribution within the central nervous system of primates has been the subject of extensive investigations (Battista et al., 1972 ; Nobin and Bj6rklund, 1973 ; Felten, 1973 Felten, , 1976 Hoffman, Felten, and Sladek 1976 ; lshikuwa and Tanaka, 1977) . However, very few data are available on the hypothalamic topography of monoamine-containing cell bodies.
On the other hand, numerous reactive perikarya of LH-RH neurons have been characterized in various species of monkeys, using immunsera against synthetic conjugated or unconjugated luteinizing hormone-releasing hormone (LH-RH) (Barry and Carette, 1975 ; Zimmerman and Antunes, 1976 ; Silverman et al., 1977 ; Hoffman et a/., 1978 ; Barry and Croix, 1978) . Catecholamine-containing cell bodies were not found routinely but, in 2 animals their number was sufficient to determine their topography. The majority of these cells (figs 3-6) were scattered within the medio basal hypothalamus, from the retrochiasmatic area ( fig. 4) to the post-infundibular eminence. Thick varicosities sometimes terminated close to some of these cell bodies (figs. 5, 6). In our material some catecholaminecontaining cell bodies were also observed in the postero-dorsal area and in the rostral periventricular area. All these cell bodies showed a weak to medium fluorescence of the dopaminergic type ; they were scattered throughout a wide area and could be classified into three main groups ( fig. 7 ).
Discussion
The presence of high densities of catecholamine-containing axons throughout the dispersion area of LH-RH reactive perikarya suggest that most of them are at least partly under catecholaminergic control ( fig. 7) .
In spite of the fact that catecholamine-containing cell bodies are not found routinely in adult monkeys (Felten 1973 (Felten , 1976 Hoffman et al., 1976 ; lshikawa and Tanaka, 1977) , our observations suggest that they are not localized only within the mediobasal hypothalamus but may also be observed in other hypothalamic areas ; this was recently demonstrated by Jacobowitz and McLeod in the pygmy primate, Ce6uella pygmaea, where they form three main groups similar to the A12 (infundibular), A13 (incerto-hypothalamic) and A14 (anterior hypothalamic) groups, successively described in rats by Fuxe (1964 Fuxe ( , 1965 (1976) and Sladek and McNeil (1977) . Taken together these results suggest that hypothalamic catecholamine-containing cell bodies of primates have the same wide dispersion and topographic organization as previously described in rats and confirmed in other mammalian species, particularly mice (Barry, 1969 (Barry, , 1970 , guinea pigs (Barry, 1970 ; Leonardelli, 1971) , hamsters (Hermand, Leonardelli and Tramu, 1975) , rabbits (Bensch et a/., 1975) and cats (Cheung and Sladek, 1975) .
The presence of indoleaminergic cell bodies in the hypothalamus of squirrel monkeys as well as in that of rats (Descarries and Beaudet, 1977 ; Chan-Palay, 1977) is still an unsolved question. 
